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After the successes and failures of the various European revolutions, European leaders had to develop a method of rule that would both appease their public, yet keep their power known. In the 1850s, such a leader was known to the French public – a man named Louis Napoleon (more commonly known as Napoleon III). His method of rule used an authoritarian government that extrinsically catered to his people, while reaping the benefits in the background. Were it not for Napoleon III, France would have taken a much longer time to advance into the Modern Age both economically and socially.


Louis Napoleon wasn't a man who just appeared overnight to rule France. He carefully planned his advancements into the political arena of France. He was a smart man and understood the politics of the country, slowly gaining ground with the French. However, the National Assembly wanted nothing to do with the man, rejecting his reelection bids. Finally through with the normal election process, Louis Napoleon gathered an army of his followers and took control of the government at the end of 1851. With a fancy new title as Napoleon III, the man had successfully implanted himself into office and intended to make a few changes in the country.


As stated before, the government system that Napoleon III had chosen was an authoritarian one. The ruler controlled many aspects of the country, including the military and police services. The National Assembly did not exist during this time period as Napoleon III made all crucial decisions relating to legislation and the declaration of war. However, a body called the Legislative Corps was re-instated by the ruler. By a vote into office by male citizens, members of the Legislative Corps held six year terms. They could not initiate laws, but the placement of a liberal political body in France kept the people satisfied with the thought that they had some control over the government.


Many other methods were implemented both economically-based and socially-based during the reign of Napoleon III. To appease his people, he legalized trade unions and gave members of the working class the right to strike. It was during this time that, with the influence of Napoleon III's economic views, that France shot itself into a more industrialized era. The leader believed that by using internal resources to bring up the national economy, growth would be implemented in the region. This lead to a surplus which would then be used on features such as public water and sewage systems; large, more spacious buildings; the uprising of gaslight as opposed to the norm of candles and the widening of roads for the more populous areas. 


Napoleon III's rise to power was seen as an influence to many other leaders in European history, quickly catching on as a method during the late 1800s. It was his total control of the government that kept the reins in his hands and his outward projection of a liberally-based government that appeased his people and kept them from revolt. This, combined with his strong advances for the benefit of the country led Napoleon III to be one of the most influential leaders in both France and Europe.

